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Through this special issue, it was possible to collect an interesting set of articles that 
allows understanding, in more detail, how the COVID-19 pandemic affected the 
economy and the regions as a whole. Therefore, this special issue was connected to one 
of the first web events regarding the COVID-19 outbreak – the CONCOVID 2020. The 
event was taking place online (based in Istanbul-Turkey) in June 2020. The event aimed 
to investigate and debate the effects of global macroeconomic instability and COVID-19 
on the tourism sector and sustainable development. Besides, it was targeted to develop 
policy suggestions to the benefit of the researchers and policymakers. Contextually, the 
most relevant works were selected for publishing in the current special issue. 

Thus, this special issue is organised into nine articles. Contextually, a short 
description of each of the manuscripts follows. 

Article 1 provides an overall view regarding the impact of COVID-19 on the global 
economy. This research is one of the first to measure the effect of the COVID-19 
pandemic daily fatality cases on the global markets investigated through financial 
contagion. 

Article 2 focused on the impact of COVID-19 when face-to-face teaching was 
interrupted worldwide, and then distance education practices were instated. Accordingly, 
this manuscript investigates the opinions of teachers in primary schools. 

Article 3 analyses the impacts of COVID-19 on the Turkish territory through major 
indicators as the total hours worked by employees, the number of employees, labour 
compensation, capital compensation, gross value added and nominal capital stock at 
current basic prices, or the CO2 emissions. 

Article 4 highlights the issue that companies can add towards climate change 
reduction. In this regard, this manuscript focuses on how the companies should use the 
companies’ social responsibilities effectively and efficiently. 

Article 5 approaches the thematic issue of the public health systems and their 
relevance in the COVID-19 pandemic mitigation, as is the case of promoting water 
sanitation and hygiene. 
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Article 6 presents us the concept of ‘tourism covidisation’. This study proposes a new 
idea allowing further investigation of the impact of the development of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the tourism sector. 

Article 7 follows the same line as the previous contribution. Nevertheless, in this 
case, the authors address the impact study of COVID-19 on tourism sustainability. 
Therefore, this article describes a practical analysis of different tourism sectors in a  
post-pandemic scenario and focuses on improving domain knowledge of stakeholders, 
industries, and government organisations. 

Article 8 studies the potential impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the cost items 
of hotel businesses. The article assumed that food and beverages, front office, sales, and 
booking were the most affected cost items among several others. 

Lastly, this special issue closes with Article 9. Contextually, this manuscript focus  
on how the COVID-19 pandemic affects the tourism activities and consequently the 
development of an ultra-peripheral region, as is the case of the Azores Archipelago. 


