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Book presentation from the publishers’ webpage 

Over the last several years, the debate about publics seems to have newly emerged. This 
debate critically reflects the Habermasian ideal of a (national) public sphere in a 
transnational context. However, it seems that the issue of a reconstruction of a global 
public sphere is more complex. In this brilliant and provocative book, Ingrid Volkmer 
argues that a reflective approach of globalisation is required in order to identify and 
deconstruct key strata of deliberate public discourse in supra- and subnational societal 
formations. This construction helps to understand the new processes of legitimacy at the 
beginning of the 21st century in which the traditional conception of a ‘public’ and its role 
as a legitimising force are being challenged and transformed. The book unfolds this key 
phenomenon of global deliberate interconnectedness as a discursive and negotiated 
dimension within ‘reflective’ globalisation, i.e., continuously constituting, maintaining 
and refining the ‘life’ of the global public and conceptualises a global public sphere. 
Offering insightful case studies to illustrate this new theory of the global public sphere, 
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the book will be essential reading for students and scholars of media and communication 
studies , and social and political theory. 

List of chapters and appendices 

• Introduction 

• Chapter 1. Public Territories and the Imagining of Political Community 

• Chapter 2. Post-Territoriality in Spheres of ‘Public Assemblages’ 

• Chapter 3. From ‘Reflexive’ Modernity to ‘Reflective’ Globalization: The Public 
Space of ‘Inbetween-Ness’ 

• Chapter 4. Public Interdependence, Interlocutors and the ‘Matrix’ of Influence 

• Chapter 5. From the Public Sphere to Public ‘Horizons’ 

Chapter contents 

In the introductory chapter of the book the author presents her main research questions 
and highlights the themes that will be discussed and analysed, namely the interrelation 
between the advancement of media and the formation of a global public sphere. 

In Chapter 1 entitled “Public Territories and the Imagining of Political Community” 
the concept of “post-territoriality” is discussed with regards to public affairs, stressing as 
results an ongoing crisis of legitimation, sovereignty, and power. 

Chapter 2 entitled “Post-Territoriality in Spheres of ‘Public Assemblages’ is 
dedicated to the theme of networked forms of civic actions that move beyond state 
boundaries, building on virtually assembled forms of public deliberation. 

Chapter 3, under the title “From ‘Reflexive’ Modernity to ‘Reflective’ Globalization: 
The Public Space of ‘Inbetween-Ness’” presents the main argumentation of the author on 
the fact that nowadays media transform the mechanism of public deliberation, moving it 
from a local- or event-focused national action framework to a global one. 

In Chapter 4, entitled “Public Interdependence, Interlocutors and the ‘Matrix’ of 
Influence” the author introduces the key concept of a matrix of influence, in an effort to 
explain how political affairs and public decision making has been profoundly 
transformed by the embedding of different media. 

Chapter 5, under the title “From the Public Sphere to Public Horizons”, underlines the 
phenomenon of public interconnectedness and analyses how this is characterising the 
global public sphere. 

Significance for the state of research and practice 

Understanding the impact of technology on the public sphere is a complex endeavor, as 
technology has facilitated and at the same time disrupted the very foundations on which 
public engagement is structured. The way citizens and legal entities act and react towards 
political affairs and public decision making has been profoundly transformed. Traditional 
types of boundaries have been bypassed, and the same is true for the notions that have 
traditionally been referred to as top-down and bottom-up politics. 
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There is an evident concern of what this new digital era can bring to our lives, as 
active citizens that do not only consume but also create digital content. There are many 
positive examples of online civic activism leading to political actions, but also examples 
of threats to the democratic character of the virtual world. Under this angle, an important 
question that arises concerns whether and how digital media have the capability to 
structure spaces where rational-critical debate can take place, and whether this debate can 
be autonomous both from the state and economic interests, in a way that will ultimately 
allow the expansion of the public sphere at large (Dahlberg, 2005). 

In this respect, the book of Ingrid Volkmer is of great interest and remains actual, as it 
introduces a new theoretical approach of what can be defined as public sphere in the 
digital age, supported with concrete examples from many different countries. Volkmer 
explores in a critical way the work of Castells, Robertson and others, as well as 
Habermas’s normative conception of deliberative democracy, in the course of describing 
new virtual deliberative spaces where reason-based debates and decision-making occur. 

According to Volkmer’s own perception “agreement no longer related to a bounded 
civic collective but fluctuating across thematic spaces and loyalties of broad unbounded 
communicated spheres which articulate new types of normative structures and 
deliberative spheres emerge within a new in-betweenness, no longer between citizen and 
the state but between digital engagement of choice.” In this line of thought, treating the 
global public sphere as an extra-societal political space, Volkmer underlines the 
glocalisation of politics and the role of new information technology and global media as 
virtual assemblies, representing civic voices that are publicly interconnected and 
interrelated. This is a vision that very interestingly cross-references Denis McQuail’s 
(McQuail. 2010) view that “media are now probably the key institution of the public 
sphere, and its ‘quality’ will depend on the quality of the media”. 

Significance for managers and instructors 

How do digital media affect traditional theories of the ‘public sphere’ and power? How 
can we redefine public space in light of glocalisation and the spread of digital 
communication? The Global Public Sphere: Public Communication in the Age of 
Reflective Interdependence is addressing public officials, civil society actors, community 
leaders and community developers alike as a very useful source of knowledge on these 
issues, both from a theoretical and from an empirical perspective, providing new angles 
to consider how public deliberation is really happening in the digital era.  

The Arab spring, the Occupy movement, supra- and sub-national media such as CNN 
and Al Jazeera, virtual activism in China and Iran’s ‘Green Revolution’ are all used by 
the author as case studies. These cases, alongside more recent ones like what is 
happening nowadays in France with the yellow jackets movement, together with the ways 
that the internet and social media are used as main communication channels, come as 
new testimonies to Shirky’s (2011) view that as the communications landscape becomes 
more dense, more complex and more participatory, the networked population is gaining 
greater access to information, more opportunities to engage in public speech, and an 
enhanced ability to undertake collective action. 

Technology has already effected large-scale impacts on the democratisation of 
information and interaction, and also on strengthening civic engagement and activism, 
offering to deliberative processes new means and possibilities. According to Volkmer, 
new types of normative structures and forms of deliberation are taking place in the digital 
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arena that bypass traditional forms of political activism. The local or national level 
gradually give their place to the global sphere. As Sampedro and Martínez (2018) 
mention, in times that socioeconomic crises, institutional degradation and popular 
indignation coincide, digital media can become a viable alternative platform for 
challenging hegemonic ideas and prompting structural transformations in the political 
arena. 

Under this angle, Volkmer’s book can be a useful and pragmatic source of knowledge 
and insight for researchers and academics, as well as for students in media and 
communication studies, social and political theory. So much so as the book concludes by 
bringing forward future research fields, like ethical perspectives and boundaries of the 
global public sphere, alongside the advancement of social media as a global public sphere 
per se.  
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