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Cloud computing has emerged as one of the most
highly discussed topics both in the academic community
and in the computing industry. It serves as a de facto
computing model, enabling software, infrastructure and
information to be used as services over the network in an
on-demand manner. This opens up opportunities for
industry in processing high-resolution datasets supporting
data-intensive decision-making at a level never before
imagined. From a scientific point of view, there are still
many research questions to be discussed and answered.
Some of them have been discussed and presented at the
2nd International Symposium on Big Data and Cloud
Computing Challenges (ISBCC2015).
ISBCC is an annual event organised by the School of
Computing Sciences, VIT University, Chennai. ISBCC
2015 is the second edition of the conference.
The objective of this special issue is to provide a
follow-up on those discussions and specifically to address
innovative ideas, emerging technologies, methods and
solutions for cloud computing and big data. It should bring
together both the industrial as well as the academic
perspective.

In particular, in this issue, the reader can find research
papers on different topics, all interesting and related to big
data and cloud computing challenges.
Finally, as editors of this special issue, we would like to
congratulate all the authors, reviewers and journal staff, for
the realisation of this work. Each of them contributed to the
making of a collection of research papers that, in our
opinion, represents a step forward in the research on big
data and cloud computing challenges.
Our special thanks go to the Editor-in-Chief and his
entire Inderscience team for their continuous support.
Sincere thanks to Inderscience Publishers for such great
opportunity.

