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The International Congress of Environmental Science and Technology and the First
National Congress of the Argentinean Society of Environmental Sciences and
Technologies was held from 28 May to 1 June 2012, in the city of Mar del Plata, Buenos
Aires Province, Argentina.
This Congress, named ‘Argentina and the Environment 2012 (AA2012)’ under the
title ‘A crosscutting and comprehensive look at environmental problems’, attempted to
integrate researchers from different research or technology areas related to environmental
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topics in an open forum where they were able to share knowledge and discussions about
innovations, ideas, theories, advances and models, with colleagues coming from other
disciplines.
The Congress was also provided the opportunity to establish links for encouraging the
research and the analysis over diverse environmental problems at a global, national and
local level.
IJEnvH gave us the mission to publish a special issue dedicated to the conference
with a selection of papers presented at AA2012. The first collection of papers was
published in IJEnvH 2013 Vol. 6 No. 4. Thus, this second issue of the journal associated
with this Congress presents seven research papers related to different topics:
•

Biocatalysed acidification and metal leaching processes in sediments of polluted
urban streams

•

Water decontamination by silver and copper montmorillonite

•

Arsenic biotransference to alfalfa (Medicago sativa)

•

Mechanisms of arsenic and fluoride release from Chacopampean sediments
(Argentina)

•

Dynamic laser speckle and fuzzy mathematical morphology applied to studies of
chemotaxis towards hydrocarbons

•

Effect of the surfactant benzalkonium chloride in the sorption of paraquat and
cadmium on montmorillonite

•

Asterococcus superbus as a biosorbent of copper, zinc, cadmium and lead:
adsorption isotherm and kinetic modelling.

