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technologies and human computer interaction methods, applying them to the
design of accessible and usable technology enhanced learning (TEL) artefacts,
in particular, games, starting from the real needs of users, such as deaf users.
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Scotland. He is the Director of the BISITE Research Group, President of the
IEEE Systems, Man and Cybernetics Spanish Chapter and Academic Director
of the Institute of Digital Art and Animation of the University of Salamanca.

Successful Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) products are accessible, usable and
pedagogically effective. Designing TEL products that meet all such goals requires
diverse types of expertise, orchestrated by methodologies that base design decisions on
empirical evidence and the involvement of real users. This IJJTEL special issue looked for
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contributions that describe how existing empirical evidence or the involvement of real
users in the design process allowed TEL researchers to produce accessible, usable and
pedagogically effective TEL products.

The issue sought contributions of authors of the best papers presented at the 2nd
International Workshop on Evidenced-based Technology Enhanced Learning of 2013
(ebTEL 2013), launched under the collaborative frame provided by the European FP7
TERENCE project (www.terenceproject.eu), and recently evolved into the conference on
Methodologies and Intelligent Systems for Technology Enhanced Learning (MIS4TEL
2014). The issue was also widely advertised so as to intercept novel work, relevant and
not yet published at ebTEL 2013.

The acceptance rate of this issue was circa 50%. A number of submitted papers were
of good quality and, as editors, we faced the hard challenge of choosing which papers to
keep and which to discard. After some debate, as guest editors, we chose to accept those
that were definitely relevant for the issue scopes, even though this meant sacrificing
others that were marginally relevant but still of good quality. We hope that the reviewers’
comments were helpful also for the authors of these papers.

This IJTEL issue, in the end, brings together contributions concerning the design and
evaluation of TEL systems with studies of educators, education stakeholders or education
psychologists that aim at improving their students’ learning experience. The majority of
accepted contributions report on the design and evaluation of accessible and usable TEL
solutions. The remaining contributions describe evidence-based TEL interventions,
studies with real users and guidelines for users with special needs.

No journal issue, no proceedings, no good scientific work could ever be possible
without the work of careful and skilled reviewers. This is particularly true for this IJTEL
issue: reviewers did an extensive review work; debate, at point, reached high peeks but
was always constructive. Last but not least, we must make a shameful confession: we
stressed our reviewers beyond the impossible and insisted on them to stay within very
tight deadlines. We feel thankful to them for coping with our deadlines, and for putting
up with us.

The IJTEL editors and staff were also helpful with our requests till the very last day.
Thank you, all, for your assistance and timely advice.

Now, when our work as guest editors is over, we leave in readers’ hands a special
issue that was bred on several seeds, in which we firmly believe: interdisciplinarity,
empirical studies, sound design principles, and real people. We hope that readers will
enjoy reading this multi-facet special issue, dedicated to the evidence-based and user-
centred design of TEL, as much as its guest editors did.



