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China has become a very important economic and business hub in SE Asia and its impact
has and continues to have significant and far reaching influence on a global scale. Today,
the internet and e-commerce are now driving many initiatives in China and the
surrounding countries in SE Asia. If we are to be truly operating in a global and
interconnected business environment it behoves us to gain a greater appreciation of the
dynamics, drivers and developments with regard to e-business in this important region.
To meet this objective, we present in this special issue a collection of selected papers
initially presented in May 2010 at the 9th Wuhan International E-Business conference.
We choose this miscellany of papers as collectively they serve to provide a picture of
many of the critical developments that are occurring in this region as well as serving to
facilitate discussion and discourse regarding important considerations, barriers and
facilitators.
The papers are as follows:
•

‘Empirical research on information technology value’ by Qi examines the value of
key aspects in technology management of 100 electric enterprises.

•

‘The impacts of customer participation and company reputation on
customer-company identification’ by Xu, Wang, Cui and Su.

•

‘A method of detecting online public opinions based on the query log of search
engine’ by Li and Zhu.

•

‘A web-based Hong Kong tourism demand forecasting system’ by Song, Gao, Zhang
and Lin.

•

‘Path analysis of IT application maturity’ by Peng and Zhang studies the influence of
enterprise fore competence on IT application and maturity from the perspectives of
management institution and process management capabilities.

•

‘Analysis and thinking of failed Japanese ITO cases in China’ by Chen, Yang and
Hong examines issues relating to Japanese ITO projects outsourced to China.

•

‘Environmental impact assessment of life-cycle building products using the evidence
reasoning approach’ by Yang, Yu and Jiang discusses issues relating to the
consumption of resources and impact on the environment.

•

‘The research on the process of new service development in logistics enterprises’ by
Zhou and Wang provides insights regarding service enterprises new services
developments and its importance to R&D.

•

‘Internationalisation, vertical integration and performance: a case study of BOE’ by
Huang, Xu and Shi examines the relationship between internationalisation, vertical
integration and performance with especial focus on cross-border mergers and
acquisitions.

Introduction

231

•

‘Antecedents and consequences of e-supply chain coordination capability for
enterprises: an empirical study in China’ by Lu, Zhao and Chi.

•

‘Application of BP neural network in evaluating e-business performance for service
industry’ by Chi and Zhao.

•

‘Empirical analysis of the trade between Liaoning and Japan as well as effects of
absorbing Japan’s direct investment’ by Zhang, Jin and Wei discusses the issues of
the Liaoning province and trade with one of its important economic trade partner
Japan.

•

‘Hybrid artificial neural network and statistical model for forecasting project total
duration in earned value management’ by Li and Lui.

•

The final paper ‘Referral service of infomediary in B2C supply chain’ by Chen and
Yao considers issues relating to an infomediary providing demand referral to a
retailer in a B2C supply chain.

We hope you enjoy this collection of papers and it serves to increase your interest and
awareness of important activities relating to e-business in other regions of the world.

