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Nowadays, the incredible speed with which knowledge is created, shared and applied in
all parts of economy and society has led many commentators and researchers to talk
about the challenge and value of the ‘knowledge-based development’ (KBD). During the
last years, the conventional knowledge management approach has evolved into a strategic
management approach that has also spread into other fields. As a result, it has found
application ground and opportunities not only in the business world but also in other
areas such as education, urban planning and development, governance and healthcare, etc
(Ergazakis et al., 2004).
During the last few years, humanity has witnessed the rise of knowledge-based
economy as main driver of global and local economic development (Yigitcanlar, 2009).
In the context of the new knowledge area, concepts of knowledge, innovation and
creativity have become primary factors of production and development (Durmaz et al.,
2008). Knowledge-based economies depend on production, dissemination and use of
knowledge and information, particularly in science and technology. The generation of
knowledge is the most important factor for the progress in a knowledge-based economy.
Knowledge creation requires suitable and favourable policies particularly with regard to
investment in research and development.
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However, the process of planning and implementing KBD approaches in neither
quick nor simple. This seems to be already understood by the research community, which
has begun to concentrate its efforts on the development of appropriate frameworks,
methodologies, tools, systems, metrics, etc., so as to evolve the whole KBD field. A
strong partnership between researchers of both the public and private sector is a
necessary condition for the evolution of KBD field in order to increase productivity.
In this context, the first paper of this issue is related to micro-level aspects of KBD.
Szalavetz’s research is focused on the measurement of quality-based upgrading in
multinational companies’ (MNCs’) Hungarian subsidiaries. Functional upgrading is
strongly related to KBD (at the micro level), since the business functions that
complement the core physical processing tasks usually involve knowledge-intensive,
white collar activities.
The second paper, ‘Engaging digital services for the creation of urban knowledge
ecosystems: the case of Thermi, Greece’ by Angelidou et al., discusses the way digital
services advance urban knowledge ecosystems. It explores the benefits of using digital
services in the implementation an urban knowledge ecosystem, and examines the urban
knowledge ecosystem at the medium-sized city of Thermi in Greece, where in recent
years a series of digital services were put in operation.
The third paper of this issue, ‘Greek regions and cities in the knowledge economy:
the dominance of large cities and their regions’ by Markatou, examines the development
of new knowledge and the production of innovation across Greek regions and cities
towards the establishment of a knowledge economy. Markatou’s analysis confirms that
few Greek large cities and some cities related to the metropolitan area of ‘Attiki’
concentrate most of knowledge creation and innovation production. These regions and
cities are also the major economic, industrial and commercial centers, while most of
Greeks live there.
The fourth paper, ‘MAKCi: a knowledge-based development metrics experience’ by
Garcia, advances a practical application of an emerging collaborative model for KBD
metrics. It aims to identify KBD metrics indicators dynamics by depicting the process of
a five-year case study on a KBD international consultation known as the Most Admired
Knowledge City Awards (MAKCi) exercise. The MAKCi exercise is depicted as an
intriguing quest into the KBD metrics arena, which fosters a knowledge-generating space
through the connected expertise of a global networked community. By building an insider
view of engaged practitioners’ experiences, this paper aims to bring in a practical
perspective into how KBD metrics can be collectively generated, and how these
knowledge-creation efforts foster tacit knowledge conversion into explicit scholarly
knowledge.
The fifth and last paper of the issue, ‘Sustainable cities and the convergence of
knowledge’ by Thorpe et al., discusses the convergence of knowledge between
previously separate scholarly disciplines that is resulting in a transformation of how
professionals and other workers organise and share knowledge. Increasing pressure to
design and manage buildings and cities that are environmentally sustainable puts the onus
on architectural, engineering and construction workers to share their expertise. The paper
confirms that sustainable cities will inevitably embed knowledge, and cadres of
knowledge workers will become distributed throughout towns and cities.
Finally, we would like to express our sincere thanks to Caroline Osborne from the
University of the Sunshine Coast, Australia, who provided the review of the book
Building Prosperous Knowledge Cities: Policies, Plans and Metrics by Yigitcanlar et al.
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