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This special issue is based on the selected papers presented at the Third World
Conference on Production and Operations Management, held in Tokyo in 2008. The
conference theme was ‘Manufacturing fundamentals: necessity and sufficiency’. This
international conference was hosted by Japanese Operations Management and Strategy
Association and co-organised by European Operations Management Association and
Production and Operations Management Society. Of the 217 full papers accepted for the
conference proceedings, this special issue has focused on the articles addressing
analytical modelling on production scheduling, inventory management and forecasting.
The co-editors pre-screened the qualified papers and encouraged the selected authors to
revise their papers to meet the standard for publication in ZJJMTM. The submitted papers
have been refereed rigorously applying the procedure of IJMTM and five papers have
been finally accepted for publication.
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