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This special issue of the International Journal of Mechatronics and Manufacturing 
Systems (IJMMS) includes five research articles related to advances in optimisation and 
numerical simulation methodologies applied to metal forming industrial problems. 
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The papers in this special issue come from a selection of contributions to the 
symposium on ‘Optimisation methodologies and finite element numerical simulation 
applied to metal forming industrial problems’, within the 7th EUROMECH Solid 
Mechanics Conference ESMC2009 (September 7–11 2009, Lisbon, Portugal). This 
restrict selection aims to introduce the most relevant and promising contributions to the 
state-of-the-art of numerical methods and optimisation procedures applied to metal 
forming industrial problems. 

Guest Editors Prof. Valente, Prof. Andrade-Campos and Prof. Ponthot would like to 
thank all the authors and all the referees for their availability and their thorough 
evaluations of the papers appear in this issue. 


