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In the last two decades, China has gained rapid economic development. More than half of
the world’s consumer products are produced in China. As a result, the environmental
quality is deteriorating. Therefore, control of water and air pollution and land
contamination has become one of the most urgent issues in China. In order to cope with
various pollution problems as well as to develop suitable regulations and technologies,
the Chinese government has invested huge amounts of resources, and active research and
development in environment protection have been conducted at various research
organisations and tertiary institutions across the country. Significant advances in both
environmental science and technology have been achieved in the last 20 years.
The purpose of this special issue is, for the first time, to collectively provide the most
up-to-date information on environmental studies as well as environmental technology
developments in China, covering water and wastewater treatment, surface water quality
control, and air pollution control and soil remediation. The main content of this special
issue focuses on the following topics but is not limited to:
•

new studies on water, air and soil contamination

•

lab-scale to full-scale development of innovative water/wastewater treatment,
air purification, soil remediation technologies

•

surface water quality control, aquatic environment improvement, and water resources
management

•

water reclamation, sustainable water management strategies

•

air pollution assessment, prediction, and control

•

soil and land contamination control and remediation.

We received 54 papers from different channels. After pre-review by the editors and
peer-review by two reviewers, 23 papers are recommended to publish in this Special
Issue on Recent Research and Development of Environmental Science and Engineering
in China. We believe that this special issue will help to promote the exchange of research
findings and ideas between Chinese and international colleagues on environmental
pollution control in China and the world.
This special issue would not be complete without the efforts of all invited reviewers,
particularly the dedication of Professor Xiao-Chang Wang of Xi’an University of
Architecture and Technology, Dr. Xu Zhao of Research Center for Eco-Environmental
Sciences of Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Dr. Jin Wang of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology during the paper review and correction.
The editors owe a big vote of thanks to each of them.

