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This Special Issue of IJEP contains a collection of papers reflecting the content of the 
Third International Symposium on Air Quality Management at urban, regional and global 
scales (AQM2005) and the 14th IUAPPA (The International Union of Air Pollution 
Prevention and Environmental Protection Associations) regional conference, held in 
Istanbul at the end of September 2005. Over 200 scientists participated in this conference 
representing 35 countries from four continents. The purpose of the symposium was to 
facilitate sharing of scientific findings, discuss and learn about recent advances, and 
provide a forum for the timely exchange of information among scientists and  
policy-makers in the field of air quality. There were 16 topical sessions in the conference. 
The largest session addressed urban and rural air quality  

The papers presented in this Special Issue address urban and rural air quality 
evaluations. The importance of this topic is its basic condition for human health in urban 
and rural areas. It is known that air quality is under intensive discussion with a wide 
range of policy instruments in the world. In spite of the reduced sulphur emissions, 
however, emission reduction figures for many other substances, as well as aerosols and 
photochemical air pollutants, are more modest. Many air pollution problems persist 
because progress in countering these problems is nullified by growth in the economy and 
traffic. 

Furthermore, air quality, its impact on climate change and the prevention of  
climate change are important topics. The international community has agreed  
that the increasing concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere has led  
to a gradual increase in the Earth’s temperature. In terms of the environmental 
consequences and social implications, the greenhouse problem surpasses all other air 
quality problems. 

The call of papers for this Special Issue was launched in early 2006 and left a 
relatively broad scope to authors. Only some broad themes that papers could  
address were suggested. A large number of responses to the call were received.  
The quality of the papers submitted was also high. These papers were then subjected  
to a rigorous peer review process, and we hope that they will stimulate further 
development in this field. 
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