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This issue of the International Journal of Mechatronics and Manufacturing Systems
contains selected papers on metal forming technologies that were presented at the
4th COBEF and at the 27th SENAFOR held in Brazil in 2007.
The first edition of the Brazilian Conference on Manufacturing Engineering (COBEF)
was held in February 2000 at Curitiba and the conference is presently established as a
forum for discussing and promoting innovative aspects of basic and applied research in
the field of manufacturing technologies in Brazil and Latin-America.
SENAFOR started as a national seminar on forging technology in 1982 at Porto
Alegre with the aim of bringing together researchers and engineers working in industry to
share their expertise and experience and to identify needs and development directions for
the forging industry in Brazil. The success of SENAFOR and its growing international
visibility led the organisers to upgrade the seminar into an international conference in
1996 with focus in bulk and sheet metal forming technologies.
The guest editors wish to express their thanks to Professor Paulo Davim,
Professor Tugrul Özel and Inderscience for permitting this publication, to the members of
the organising committees and to all the authors who participated and have contributed to
the success of both conferences.

