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It is my great pleasure to introduce this new journal International Journal of Oil, Gas
and Coal Technology (IJOGCT) to the scientific and industrial communities in the areas
of non-renewable energy and fuel. In addition to fossil type fuels, this journal also deals
with hydrogen and biofuels as potential alternative fuels. It is not known if the world oil
peak has been passed or when it will happen in the coming years, but certainly the
resources of natural hydrocarbons are limited and with increasing oil demand and new
environmental regulations, economic manufacture of more clean fuels is of great
importance.

With oil price at an all time high (in November WTI crude price hit 99 $/barrel),
use of other types of naturally occurring hydrocarbons such as gas and coal as well as
heavy oil and their conversion into light and valuable liquid fuels with high quality
is on the rise. In addition, research work on economical production of alternative fuels
such as biofuels and hydrogen is also expanding. Research papers in all areas from
exploration and production to processing and transportation with emphasis in
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economical, managerial, business, environmental, safety and security issues related to oil
(including heavy oil), natural gas, coal and petrochemicals as well as manufacturing and
refining of biofuels are welcome for review.

The work on foundation of this journal began in January 2007, and within a month,
the editorial team was established. I appreciate the support, encouragement and the
interest shown by the editorial team who are all amongst the well known experts in their
fields of research. The call for papers for this inaugural issue was sent only to board
members in February 2007, and this double-issue covers a wide range of areas
related to economical evaluation of oil and gas projects as well as production and
processing of oil, coal, hydrogen and biofuel.

The success of this journal will depend upon the active participation of the editorial
board as well as seeking high-quality manuscripts from throughout the energy
community. I anticipate Issue No. 3 to be ready in June 2008 and hope editorial board
members will sponsor Special Issues devoted to topics of importance to the energy
industry and academia. Finally, I would like to thank the managers, staff and technical
personnel of Inderscience Inc. for launching this new journal.



